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Pre-school Handbook 
2015-2016
Welcome to THUNDER TOTS PRESCHOOL run by the Early Childhood Education students at WNHS.
Purpose
The purpose of our program is to give the high school juniors and seniors in Early Childhood Ed. a chance to experience a working preschool and to actively participate in its direction.  The high school students are responsible for the planning, teaching, and evaluating of preschool sessions.  They will be learning about behavior and discipline, emergency and health care, program planning, developmental stages and expectations, legal and ethical standards, and licensing and state requirements.  They will study philosophies of Early Childhood Education, methods and techniques of teaching, and what kinds of materials are best suited for a preschool program.  They are not practicing professionals and will most likely make a few mistakes as they go about the learning process.  Some students will then use the information gained to make career decisions in the fields of childcare, education, parenting, or some other fields related to children.

The children who attend the preschool are somewhat in the position of being our “guinea pigs” since the students will use them for their practice teaching and observations.  We ask the parents for their support and encouragement of our students’ efforts.

Program Goals
The children in our high school preschool program are very important to us!! Because they are so important to us, we have set the following goals for this school year: 
· help children develop a positive self-concept;
· promote independence in each child; 
· help children develop language skills, both listening and speech; 
· help children develop and practice fine and large motor coordination; 
· help each child develop positive and acceptable social skills.

In addition, the following is a list of skills that D200 kindergarten teachers would like to see evident in students by the time they finish pre-school. You can look at this list as a list of academic goals- things to work on in with our THUNDER TOTS! Our program assessment is based on the following:
1. Can write first name and knows the letters in name

2. Can count to 20 orally 

3. Able to sit and listen for at least 15 minutes at a time 
4. Able to follow verbal directions
5. Can identify some letters of the alphabet. (does not have to know all letters)
6. Knows that letters make sounds (like letter M says "mmmmm" and S says "ssssss")
7. Can rhyme ~ identify and make it

8. Knows some shapes and numbers 0-10 (again might not know all but knows most)
9. Knows first and last name, sex and age (birthdate, phone number and/or address are bonuses)

Thunder Tots Schedule  
9:10- 9:15 Children arrive

9:15-9:20 Journals/ One-on-one assessments 

9:20- 9:30 - Free Play

9:30-9:40- Circle Time  


· Weather & Calendar (weather song, days of the week song, months of the year song, count the days) Letter of the Week (zoo phonics alphabet & what words start with “letter”) Introduce/ Discuss Theme of the week.  (picture book, songs, or quick activity) 

9:40-10:05 Centers

· Literacy center/ Art center, Math/ Science centers. Dramatic Play/ Music center, Sensory Table,  etc.
10:05-10:10   wash hands and get ready for snack ( 2nd hour ends)
10:10-10:25  Snack Time- Independent reading on the rug
10:25-10:40  Outdoor/ Gross Motor Play Time

10:40- 10:45 Closing Circle Time

10:45- Time to go home!
Arrival Departure & Parking!
Children need to be here on time at door 19, between 9:10 and 9:15 students will be at the door to let them in & bring them to the classroom. You may park your car by door 19 and bring your child in if you would like.  Due to the high school students’ and teacher’s schedules, we are unable to care for children who arrive early or leave late. If anyone other than the parent or designated person on the application form is to pick up your child, Please give us a note to that effect.  
Rules for Preschool
We will go over the following rules with the preschoolers.  It may be helpful for parents to go over these with their child as well.  We generally stress rules in a positive manner, that is, what the child may do, not what they may not do.

1. Children must be with a teacher if they leave the classroom
2. Children must use walking feet in the school hallways and in the classroom.
3. Children must use inside voices in the school hallways and in the classroom.  
4. Children must pick up and put away the toys and materials after use.
 5. Children should leave toys at home unless needed for Show and Tell.  We cannot be responsible for lost pieces or broken toys. Toy weapons may not be brought to class.

Absences
If a child will be absent, please call the school at 815-334-5735 or send an email. Please let us know about any absences such as vacations and doctor appointments that you know about in advance.  Due to the high school students’ commitments to the class and all the planning involved, we ask that you make every effort to have your child attend on a regular basis
Snacks and Birthdays
Children will be served a simple, nutritious snack and drink at each preschool session.  The childcare students or I will prepare these.  Parents may wish to send a treat or snack to school with their child when preschool meets on or near their birthday.  We have 14 children enrolled and it would be most helpful if individual portions were sent to school.  It is not necessary to send snacks for the teachers.  Try to send nutritious snacks.  Children at school eat very small portions and most wouldn’t even finish a cupcake or an entire apple
Holiday Parties
[image: image3.wmf]Seasonal and holiday activities are a special part of the preschool program.  Celebrations will be included in the daily preschool program if appropriate.  We will celebrate the Fall Harvest season with a field trip to Von Bergen’s Country Market.  We will celebrate the winter season with a program and party for children & parents.  Children will exchange Valentine cards in February.  Other holidays and commemorations will be mentioned in notes sent home to parents.  Please check your child’s tote bag for notes about special days.

Health, Safety, & Emergency Procedures
In order to safeguard the health of all children, we ask that all childhood immunizations be completed & up to date.  If your child exhibits symptoms of illness on a preschool day, please keep him/her home until fully recuperated before being in contact with other children. Illnesses are passed around because children have such close contact with each other.

Children should arrive neat and clean and know how to clear their nose and dispose of their tissues properly.  We also go over bathroom etiquette with them, but again it is best to get them into the habit of washing their own hands before eating and after using the toilet. Children should be reminded to cover their mouth when they cough or sneeze and to avoid spraying others by coughing into the upper arm.  We request that each child bring a full box of tissues to be donated to the school for everyone’s use during the year.  Cuts or open wounds need to be covered with a band aid or bandage until a scab has formed.

WNHS has school nurse and has a health office located in the high school building.  If an illness, accident, or medical emergency occurs while your child is in session and we cannot locate you, we will attempt to have the nurse check your child.  In emergency cases we will do all in our power to contact you, your doctor, 911, or the hospital as needed.

Please advise us of any medical condition that we should be aware of that is chronic or may occur during the preschool year.  Please give directions or information related to what we have to do to assist your child. This may include information such as: the child takes frequent trips to the bathroom; how you handle an asthma attack; dietary difficulties; vision or hearing challenges, etc.  If questions arise or a child feels ill after arrival, we will call you at the number listed on your child’s application.

Clothing
If parents feel it is necessary, they may wish to keep a change of clothing in a labeled plastic bag in the child’s “cubby” at school in the event of an accident or spill.  Names should be on all clothing brought to school, including coats, hats, mittens, etc.

Please dress your child for the weather as we may take advantage of outdoor opportunities such as picking up fall leaves, building snow people, going for nature walks, looking for signs of Spring, etc.  We will also make use of our playground and outdoor equipment, bubble blowing, ball play, and other outdoor activities.  We will periodically use the high school gyms, exercise rooms, and track, so it will be appropriate for children to wear clothing and shoes suitable for active play
Show and Tell
Children are welcome to bring in an item for Show and Tell or sharing at any time, but special Show and Tell sessions may also be planned during the year.  A note will go home when a special session is planned.  Help your child be confident by practicing with him at home what he is going to share about the item.  The “Telling” is the important part about the session.  Please let us know if you have any special items that you would like to have your child share with the class throughout the year.  
Donation of Supplies
We will be happy to take any donations of items you feel we could use which you have access to such as, shells or nature items, wallpaper sample books, thread spools, yarn or fabric fragments, etc.  Occasionally we may send a letter home for you to send in a specific item like a baby food jar or paper towel tube.  If you are doing some major house cleaning and come across something you no longer need, please ask if it’s something we could use before it goes to the trash.

Supplies
The preschoolers will need a few supplies to start off the school year.  Each child should bring a bag to school each class. Tote bags are preferred since it is easier for us to insert notes and children’s work in a timely manner at the end of class.  Other supplies needed were listed in our Welcome letter
Programs
We will have two programs this year: winter and preschool closing.  Programs will be held during the class sessions.  Notes will be sent home with your child if specific costumes or props are needed.  We also usually ask parents to donate a plate of cookies or treats for each of the programs.  Children may have to practice a speaking part or some songs or poems at home.  Family members and relatives are also invited to the programs. 
Observations
Parents are invited to come to the preschool lab to observe their child any day.  Please let us know in advance if you are going to come and observe.  The two-way mirror works well for this purpose.  Please don’t let your child know that you will be observing as this may rob children of some of their spontaneity.  The high school students will be writing daily observations as they watch your child play and interact with others.  Their goal is to learn how the preschool child acts and thinks so they can plan an appropriate program for them.  Students may be observing from behind the 2-way mirror or they may be in the classroom, depending on the activity.  Please support the students in their task of learning.

Discipline
The high school students will be learning about discipline, behavior, and guidance this year.  Our main style of discipline will be rules, reminders, and re-direction when children are unable to follow rules with reminders.  We will re-direct the child to another activity or toy if misbehaving or acting inappropriately.  In case of repeated problems with behavior, we will try time-outs or remove the privilege of playing with a particular toy if it seems to be causing a problem.  We know that the children are still in their formative years and may yet not understand how to behave in all situations or be able to control their own actions and emotions for all situations.  We will be using reminders, praise, and encouragement as means to promote positive and appropriate behavior.  If a behavior problem persists, we will ask for parental assistance.
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Fees
The fee for the year is $110.00 to help cover the cost of snacks, beverages, paper goods, and some art supplies used by the children in the preschool.  If you have paid the $20.00 deposit, you will owe $90.00 which can be paid in 2 payments of $45.00 each.  The first payment will be due at the start of the school year and the second payment is due at the start of next year (January 2014).  Checks should be made out to WNHS.
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Photographs
Publicity pictures may be taken during the school year that may be published in the local newspaper and may also appear in the WNHS publications such as the website, newsletter, and yearbook.  I also start a Shutterfly page were I will publish all of our pictures. Only invited members of our page will have access to the pictures! Parents give permission for their child’s picture to be published when they sign the permission slip at the beginning of the year.  If you do not wish your child to be in a photograph, please let the instructor know.  

Preschool Screening
District 200 holds preschool screenings several times throughout the school year for children ages 3 to 5.  We urge parents to take advantage of this free screening to help in identifying potential learning problems that may have an effect on your child’s future education.  You must make your own arrangements for the screening.  All screenings take place at the Verda Dierzen Early Learning Center and last approximately 45 minutes.  Children may be referred to professionals in speech, hearing, vision, social work and psychology and early childhood education and may be eligible for special programs.  Former preschoolers have been identified and have been helped through this early intervention.  The high school teacher and students make no recommendations concerning early or delayed admittance to kindergarten.  Parents interested must make their own appointments for individual conferences with the Verda Dierzen Early Learning Center, 2045 N. Seminary Ave., Woodstock, IL 60098 at 815-338-8883.  For further information concerning district policies, please contact the District 200 central office at 338-8200.
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Progress Reports
The high school students will report on the preschoolers’ progress twice during the school year.  Individual progress letters will be written by the childcare students during an individual teaching project in early January and will be sent home by the end of the month in February.  A checklist of skills will be completed for each child in early May and will be sent home with the child’s diploma at the end of the year.  No formal conferences for children will be held, but parents may always call or come in if they have a concern about their child.
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Field Trips
Children may have opportunities to go on field trips during the preschool sessions.  Walking trips around the school and grounds may be taken during the year.  If an off-grounds field trip is planned, children will travel in a District 200 bus.  A school bus orientation on safety rules and behavior would be given before a bus takes a trip.  Permission to travel on a bus is given when parents sign the permission slip at the start of the year.
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Calendar
I will send home monthly calendars to remind you of days preschool is in session.  We do not meet when District 200 schedules vacations, parent-teacher conferences, Institute days, high school semester exams, or holidays.  Dates and times for special high school testing done in the spring may change, so please check your child’s bag for notes for changes in schedule. 

In the event of school closings due to inclement weather, please listen to local radio station 105.5 FM or call the school district office at 815-338-8200 for information.  

Remind App: To be reminded of important events or changes in the schedule  VIA TEXT please send the message @thundertot to this number: 81010
Questions?
If you ever have any questions, concerns, or problems to discuss, please try to reach Mrs. Rooney at school at 815-334-5735 or jrooney@wcusd200.org  
